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A flat panel display comprising: 
a tiled a:\ray of display elements wherein each 
display element has \ front surface that emits light and a 
back surface that doe ;\ not substantially emit light; 

a seam betwe^i adjacent display elements; and 
a strap attacl^ed to said back surfaces over the 
seams between the display\elements 


1 2. The displ\ay bf claim 1 including a plurality of 

2 straps over a plural\ty/x>f seams . 

^0^2^^ 3 * \ The dis P la y of cl aim 2 wherein the plurality of 

2 straps are attached to the back surfaces so that the straps 

3 are perpendicular to each other. 

1 4. The display of claim 3 wherein the perpendicular 

2 straps are attached to each other. 



5. The display of claim 4 wherein the perpendicular 
straps are attached qp the frame. 


The display of claim 1 including a frame. 


1 7. The display ofXcJaim 2 including an optical, 

2 integrator attached to tMg "rront surfaces of the display 

3 elements. 
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1 8. The display of cmaiWY7 wherein the plurality of 

2 straps redistribute stress ^pom the optical integrator to 

3 the straps. 

^^0^^^ 9* ^e di\splay of claim 8 wherein the plurality of 

2 straps redistribute bending stress as tension in the 

3 straps. 

My 

sJ S io. The display of claim 8 wherein the plurality of 

2 straps redistribute stress as compression in the straps. 
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11. A method comprising: 

arranging an array of display elements to form a 

3 flat -panel displayX the display elements each having a 

4 front surface that q^nits light and a back surface that does 

5 not substantially em^t light; and 
i J 6 securing a ^rap across seams between the 
rj 7 adjacent display elemen\s. 
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1 12 . The method pf claim 11 including securing a 

2 plurality of straps asxdss seams so that said straps are 

3 perpendicular to e^ch other. 
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1 13. lie method of claim 11 including securing an 

2 optical integrator to the front surface of the display 

3 elements. \ 

1 14. The method of claim 13 including redistributing a 

2 stress placed on tft^e optical integrator to the strap. 

1 15. The method of clairr\Y^/ wherein redistributing the 

2 stress includes redistributing the stress as tension in the 

3 strap. \ 

1 16. The method of claaSm 14 wherein redistributing the 

2 stress includes redistributing the stress as compression in 

3 the strap. \ 


1 17. A meohod comprising: x 

2 configuring a flat -panel display from an array of 

3 display elements Aeach of the display elements having a 

4 front surface that\emits light and a back surface that does 

5 not substantially en\t light; 

6 fastening soraps across seams between back 

7 surfaces of the adj acen\ display elements; and 

8 redistributing \ stress placed on a transparent 

9 front surface of a flat-pa\el display to said straps. 
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1 18. The method of claim 17 wherein redistributing a 

2 stress includes redistributing a bending stress on said 

3 front surface as compression in the straps. 

1 19. The method of claim 17 wherein redistributing a 

2 stress includes redistributing a bending stress as tension 

3 in the straps. 

1 20. The method of claim 17 including adhesively 

2 securing said straps to said display in a grid pattern. 
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